
 BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 
Professional and Vocational Licensing Division 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
State of Hawaii 

 
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
   The agenda for this meeting was filed with the Office of the Lieutenant  
   Governor, as required by § 92-7(b), Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”). 
 
Date:   June 3, 2022 
 
Time:   12:30 p.m. 
 
Place:   King Kalakaua Conference Room 
   HRH King Kalakaua Building 
   335 Merchant Street, First Floor 
   Honolulu, Hawaii   96813 
 
Present:  Sherry Sutherland-Choy Psy.D., Chair  
   Don Pedro, Psy.D., Member 
   Jill Oliveira Cabbab, Ph.D., Member 
   James Spira, Member, Ph.D., Member 
   June Ching, Ph.D., Member 
   Christopher Fernandez Executive Officer (“EO”) 
   Susan Reyes, Secretary 
   John E. Cole, Esq. Deputy Attorney General (“DAG”) 
       
Excused:  Marty Oliphant, Vice Chair  
 
Guests:  Dr. Sachiko Furuya 
    
Call to Order: Chair Sutherland-Choy provided instructions for public participation during 

the meeting including providing testimony, which will be limited to five 
minutes per testifier per agenda item. 

         
 Chair Sutherland-Choy confirmed by roll call that she, Drs. Oliveira 

Cabbab, Spira and Ching were present with Vice Chair Oliphant excused.  
Chair Sutherland-Choy then brought the meeting to order at 12:41 p.m. 

 
Review and Approval 
Of Board Meeting 
Minutes: It was moved by Dr. Ching, seconded by Dr. Spira, and unanimously 

carried by roll-call vote to approve the April 1, 2022 open session minutes 
as is and the executive session minutes for February 4, 2022 and 
February 22, 2022 as is. 

 
Dr. Pedro arrived at 12:57 p.m. 
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Statutes and Rules, 
and Legislation: The Board will review the 2022 legislative session outcomes.  The Board 

will review to approve language of an administrative bill which would be 
introduced in the upcoming 2023 legislative session and do so in relation 
to a review of the administrative rules.  It may also vote to amend the 
legislative committee to function beyond the 2022 legislative session. 

 
Chair Sutherland Choy asked EO Fernandez if he wished to update the 
Board on the legislative session and the draft language for the 
administrative bill amendment for 465.  
 
EO Fernandez started by informing the Board that the last bill to remain 
alive when the Board last met in April, SB2281, SD2, HD2 relating to 
school psychologists, died in conference.  He added that SCR122, SD1 
which requests that the State Auditor perform a sunrise analysis on 
school psychology prior to next legislative session was passed, and the 
hope is that the analysis will provide the info needed by the legislature 
before future bills are introduced with the intent of placing licensure of 
masters level School Psychology Specialists with the Board. 
EO Fernandez further stated that the bill SB2829, relating to mental 
health, from this last session, which specifically would have changed 
licensure laws for Psychologists, Marriage and Family Therapists, 
Licensed Clinical Social Workers, and Mental Health Counselors provided 
some good ideas for how to change the current psychology licensure 
laws, if the Board wished to do so.  He said that in preparation for this 
meeting, he used some of the language from SB2829 to draft amendment 
language for an administrative bill (“admin bill”) that would touch on a lot 
of the issues the Board has experienced in the past several years.  EO 
Fernandez informed the Board that the majority of the amendment ideas 
in the admin bill have to do with when and how someone can be licensed 
in the state Hawaii as a Psychologist.  For example, it would change the 
requirements for temporary services, and like SB2829, create temporary 
permit/provisional license for Associate Psychologists to complete their 
postdoctoral experience.  He added that there are other sections, he 
wanted to touch on because they have been pretty difficult for the Board 
and then also for DCCA with regard to appeals and decisions by the 
Board, such as HRS §465 section 7.5 that has to do with foreign 
applicants. Some other amendments this language would make would be 
to the exemptions section and when the EPPP is taken.  
 

[Admin bill language attached to the end of these minutes] 
 
EO Fernandez said the idea behind the rough draft admin bill, was to 
present the Board with as many areas that he noted may need to be 
updated, and depending on what it thought, the Board could eliminate or 
add the changes, and then vote on approving the admin bill content as it 
wished.   

 
Dr. Oliveira Cabbab asked if it was realistic to complete a review of all of 
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the changes since that bill (SB2829) died. 
 
EO Fernandez said that he did not see any clear distinction or reason 
why SB2829 did not get passed in committee reports, though they are not 
the best judge on what happened being that they are very general and 
short.  He is not sure why it died.  It could have been due to other 
priorities in the legislature and not necessarily about the actual creation of 
that provisional license itself.  He stated that he does know that the 
sections of HRS §465 are very interconnected and he was not confident 
that these interconnections were addressed in SB2829.  On the other 
hand, an admin bill would be vetted by the division and the department 
prior to being introduced, thus the interconnections would be checked out 
and it would have a better chance of passing because it would fit with the 
rest of the chapter.   
 
Dr. Oliveira Cabbab said that her main question, is whether the Board is 
trying to get this done now or can it have more time.   
 
EO Fernandez explained that due to deadlines in the division for 
requesting admin bills, any language would have to be approved at the 
meeting. He went on to explain that the division and department need 
time to review the bill language before proposing it to the Governor, who 
then would request that the legislature introduce it for next session.  He 
noted that just because amendments may be considered administrative, it 
does not mean that all of them will be considered by the division or 
department.   
 
Dr. Pedro said that there is a lot to go over and he was not able to get 
through even half of it when he reviewed the admin bill language the day 
before the meeting.  He suggested that more time is needed, and he does 
not want to rush through it. 
 
Dr. Spira suggested that there are pressing matters such as what 
constitutes appropriate supervision, since it is really not well defined.  
There is so much to do to update the chapter, e.g. for telehealth too, but 
the changes that the admin bill language would make would be a good 
start.  
 
Dr. Oliveira Cabbab noted that she understands the language to be a 
culmination of a lot of discussions board has had, but if there is more, 
should the Board wait to get all its eggs in one basket. 
 
EO Fernandez said if the Board does not approve the bill language today, 
then it will not make it to the next legislative session since the cut off for 
admin proposals is prior to the next scheduled meeting.   
 
Dr. Pedro suggested only focusing on pressing matters for the next 
legislative session. 
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 For the sake of time management, Chair Sutherland-Choy took the 

meeting out of order to complete application reviews and decisions, so 
that the Board could return to this discussion for the rest of the meeting.  

 
The following agenda item was taken out of order. 
 
Applications: The Board will enter into Executive Session to consider and evaluate 

personal information relating to individuals applying for professional or 
vocational licenses in accordance with Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”) 
§92-5(a)(1), and to consult with the board’s attorney on questions and 
issues pertaining to the board’s powers, duties, immunities, and liabilities 
in accordance with HRS §92-5(a)(4). 

 
It was motioned by Dr. Oliveira Cabbab, seconded by Dr. Ching, and 
unanimously carried to enter into executive session at 1:27 p.m. 
 
It was motioned by Dr. Pedro, seconded by Dr. Spira, and unanimously 
carried to return to open session at 2:24 p.m. 
 
a. Board Review 

 
Examination 

 
Suchiko Furuya 
Kim Lessard 
Carmen Gonowon 
Thomas La Marr 
 
It was moved by Dr. Ching, seconded by Dr. Oliveira Cabbab, and 
unanimously carried to approve the applications of Dr’s. Furuya, 
Lessard, Gonowon and La Marr. 

 
Examination Waiver 

 
Brian Imber 
 
It was moved by Dr. Pedro, seconded by Dr. Spira, and 
unanimously carried to approve Dr. Imber’s application. 
 
Robyn Pashby 
 
It was motioned by Dr. Ching, seconded by Dr. Oliveira Cabbab, 
and unanimously carried to approve the application of Dr. Pashby 
pending receipt of additional documentation. 

 
b. Ratification List 
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PSY-1993 Lisa Wei Zhen Kau  National Register 
    PSY-1994 Dawn M. McClure  Exam  

PSY-1995 Kate F. Termini  Exam Waiver   
PSY-1996 Hasse A. Leonard-Pagel National Register 
PSY-1997 Jennifer M. Beathe  National Register 

    PSY-1998 Linda A. Nishi-Strattner Diplomate   
PSY-1999 Issar Daryanani  Exam 
PSY-2000 M. Rynda Norsell  Diplomate 
PSY-2001 Brian T. Burgess  Exam Waiver 
PSY-2002 Susanna Leigh L. Epp Exam Waiver 
PSY-2003 Heidi E. Meck   Exam Waiver 
PSY-2004 Michael J. Taylor  Senior Psychologist 
PSY-2005 Trisha Nguyen   National Register 
PSY-2006 Marlene Hsi   National Register 
PSY-2007 Megan Deaver  National Register 
PSY-2008 Jeffrey C. Mann  Exam Waiver 
PSY-2009 Michelle H. Murata  Examination 
PSY-2010 Kristina E. Whitney  National Register 
 
It was motioned by Dr. Pedro, seconded by Dr. Spira, and 
unanimously carried to ratify the list above. 
 

The Board recessed at 2:32 p.m. and returned to open session at 2:40 p.m. 
 
The following agenda item was taken out of order. 
 
Statutes and Rules, 
and Legislation: Chair Sutherland-Choy said that since time is limited, the Board will 

continue the discussion and review of the language of the admin bill 
starting off with the most pressing changes, instead of going through the 
draft page by page. She asked EO Fernandez if he had identified any 
pressing changes in his preparation of the bill language. 

 
EO Fernandez started with stating that he added to the definition section 
of the chapter to include a definition of for the American Psychological 
Association (“APA”), Association of Psychology Postdoctoral and 
Internship Centers (“APPIC”),  
 
Board members generally agreed with the amendments. 
 
Dr. Oliveira Cabbab asked why the definition of “continuing education” 
was updated to include “state or provincial psychology boards”. 
 
EO Fernandez stated that this was not a necessary change but if the 
Board wished to allow licensees to use CE approved by these entities to 
meet the renewal requirement, then it is there. 
 
After a brief discussion the Board decided to decline the changes 
proposed in the admin bill draft to the continuing education definition, 
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however, the Board did decide to amend the definition to include 
“continuing medical education courses approved by the American Medical 
Association related to the practice of psychology”. 

 
Dr. Ching asked about the next proposed change, the definition of 
“institutions of higher education” and why it was being updated. 
 
EO Fernandez, referring to the following:  
 

"Institution of higher education" means a university, professional 
school, or other institution of higher learning that: 
  
(1) In the United States, is regionally accredited by bodies 

approved by the Council on Postsecondary Accreditation and 
the United States Department of Education;  
 

(2) In Canada, holds a membership in the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada; or  

 
(3) In other countries, is accredited by the respective official 

organization having such authority.  
 

explained that he drafted the update to the definition of “institution of 
higher education” to reflect changes to names of the accrediting bodies 
as follows: 
 

• Council for Postsecondary Accreditation is now called 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation (“CHEA”); and 
 

• Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada is now 
known as Universities Canada. 

 
He also added that #3 of the definition which sets forth the accreditation 
requirements for other countries besides the U.S.A and Canada was 
removed due to the complications the Board has seen regarding foreign 
applicants.  He explained that this change would be part of the change to 
how foreign educated applicants are screened, i.e. evaluating if they meet 
the requirements for licensure.  For example, an applicant who is not a 
graduate from an institution of higher education, which based on the 
amended language, would be in the U.S. and Canada only, would need to 
apply for licensure not based on HRS §465-7, the standard requirements 
for licensure, but HRS §465-7.5 regarding foreign graduates. With this 
change there would no longer be the possibility of a foreign graduate to 
be licensed pursuant to HRS 465-7 only.  They would need to first meet 
the requirements of HRS §465-7.5 which would require the person to 
have their education evaluated by the University of Hawaii at Manoa, or 
as is drafted in the admin bill, by an accredited degree evaluation service 
in order to confirm that their doctoral degree whose requirements are 
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significantly similar to the requirements set forth by HRS §465-7, meets 
the minimum requirements for licensure. 
 
Dr. Spira, referring to the definition of “professional psychology training 
program” asked EO Fernandez where he got the following underlined 
language: 
 

"Professional psychology training program" means a doctoral 
training program that is a planned sequential program of study 
and training offered in an institution of higher education which 
reflects an integration of psychological science and practice to 
facilitate human development and functioning, and prepares 
individuals to provide psychological services to the general public. 

 
EO Fernandez explained that it was taken directly from the APA 
Handbook and clarified that the term “sequential” was added so it is clear 
that the Board would not take education that is a combination of degree 
programs or piecemeal. 
 
After some discussion the Board supported the change to the definition 
for “professional psychology training program”. 
 
Dr. Spira asked if with the time left in the meeting the Board could review 
the exemption section specifically the expert testimony exemption. 
 
EO Fernandez clarified that the language that would allow for unlicensed 
practice would probably not be supported by DCCA and PVL. 
 
Dr. Spira stated that most expert witnesses would not be practicing in that 
role and would only be doing testing and evaluations. 
 
Dr. Ching added that that is the practice of psychology as defined by the 
chapter. 
 
Dr. Spira asked what license type they would need. 
 
EO Fernandez confirmed that it would at least need to be a temporary 
authorization to practice as set forth in the admin bill draft. 
 
Dr. Ching asked why this is an issue. 
 
EO Fernandez stated that law offices will find an expert and schedule an 
assessment with their client in detention or jail and realize they would 
need to complete a long form application for the temporary permit.  It is 
just not feasible. 
 
Dr. Ching suggested that they find a Hawaii licensed expert. 
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EO Fernandez and Dr. Spira stated that that too may not be regularly 
feasible when the context of the case requires someone who is not a 
licensed Hawaii psychologist. 
 
Regarding the process in which foreign graduates’ education is evaluated  
to confirm that it meets the requirements of the chapter for licensure, and 
after a brief discussion, the Board agreed to accept the proposed 
changes to HRS §465-7.5 that would change the process and clarify 
certain aspects of qualifications. 
 
After further discussion, the Board decided to hold on changing sections it 
did not have the time to review at the meeting.  It decided to instead 
continue the conversation on subjects related to temporary authorization 
to practice in the state, changes to licensure requirements, and all related 
sections and language required to make those changes at future 
meetings.  The Board also supported extending the 2022 legislative 
session Legislative Committee of Chair Sutherland-Choy, Dr. Oliveira 
Cabbab, and Dr. Spira to the 2023 session so that it can discuss the 
admin bill draft outside of meetings.  The Board lastly decided to accept 
the following amendments in the admin bill draft: 

 
• HRS §465-1 Definitions, is amended to include the following 

definitions either new or amended: 
 
1) "APA" means the American Psychological Association;  

 
2) "Continuing education" means courses approved by the 

American Psychological Association, the Hawaii Psychological 
Association, or other state or provincial psychological 
associations, and continuing medical education courses 
approved by the American Medical Association related to the 
practice of psychology”; 
 

3) "Institution of higher education" means a university, 
professional school, or other institution of higher learning that: 
(1) In the United States, is regionally accredited by bodies 

approved by the Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation or the United States Department of 
Education; or 

(2) In Canada, holds a membership in Universities Canada 
 
4) "Professional psychology training program" means a doctoral 

training program that is a planned sequential program of study 
and training offered in an institution of higher education which 
reflects an integration of psychological science and practice to 
facilitate human development and functioning, and prepares 
individuals to provide psychological services to the general 
public. 
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• HRS §465-7.5 Foreign graduates, is amended to: 
 
(a) An applicant who holds a doctoral degree in psychology 
trained in an institution other than an institution of higher 
education as defined in this chapter must demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the board that the requirements for the doctoral 
degree are substantially similar to the requirements for a doctoral 
degree in professional psychology as required in this chapter. The 
board may consider the certification by a current member agency 
of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services that 
the doctoral degree from the foreign university is equivalent to a 
doctoral degree granted from an institution of higher education as 
defined in this chapter; and 
(b) Regardless of country of origin, a master’s degree in 
psychology shall not have parity with a doctoral degree in 
professional psychology as required for licensure by this chapter 
and cannot be used to meet the education requirements in any 
way. 

 
After Board discussion it was moved by Dr. Pedro, seconded by Dr. 
Spira, and unanimously carried by all Board members present to approve 
of the amendments to HRS §465 listed above and to submit a request for 
an administrative bill for the 2023 legislative session; and to extend the 
Legislative Committee membership for the 2022 legislative session to the 
2023 legislative session in order to continue discussion about the admin 
bill and other amendments to HRS §465 that the Board wishes to review 
for future legislation to be discussed by the Board at future meetings. 

 
Next Meeting: August 12, 2022 
 12:30 p.m. 
  King Kalakaua Conference Room 
 
Adjournment: There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned by 

Chair Sutherland-Choy at 3:42 p.m. 
 
 
Reviewed and approved by:   Taken and recorded by: 
 
 
 
/s/ Christopher Fernandez__________  /s/ Susan A. Reyes________________ 
Christopher Fernandez   Susan A. Reyes 
Executive Officer    Secretary 
 
CF:sar 
6/30/22 
 
[    ]  Minutes approved as is. 
[ X ]  Minutes approved with changes; see minutes of ___9/2/22_________________.   
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