
   
 

 

“This experience was fun; something I will 
never forget. I don’t think I’ve ever been 
on an academic competition team before. 
It was an honor to not only represent 
Iolani but the state as well.” 
-Chase Nakamura, Team Captain, senior 

“It was an exceptional experience… 
no other competition has offered 
the same level of experience. It will 
also help me be a wise consumer.” 
-Norton Kishi, sophomore 

“I believe in this program because 
year after year, students appreciate 
the information and resources 
available to teach them about what 
they will face in the real world." 
-James Rubasch, Coach 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT: 
THERESA KONG KEE 

Phone: 587-7400 
Email: tkongkee@dcca.hawaii.gov 

Website: LifeSmartsHawaii.com 

“It was a great honor and joy to go. 
The competition itself and the teams 
were amazing and I was surprised to 
see how far we got. It was a great 
learning experience and a great 
opportunity to meet new people.” 
-Landon Sur, senior 

“This was a great opportunity which allowed 
me to experience new things and learn a lot 
about life. This was by far the best organized 
competition that I’ve ever been to. I learned 
to do my best and never give up.” 
-Sean Callahan, sophomore 

2016 Hawaii LifeSmarts team members from Iolani School share about their educational 
experience at the National Competition that was held in Denver, CO on April 9-12, 2016. 

“The experience was extremely 
enjoyable and fun. Very thankful 
to be able to have gone on the trip. 
I think the personal finance 
material will be particularly helpful 
as I transition into adulthood.” 
-Drey Tengan, senior 
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The 2014 Hawaii Team (Waipahu 
High School) with their sister 
team, Nebraska.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2015 Hawaii Team (Iolani 
School) with their sister team, 
Kentucky. 

 
  

SIGN UP! 

Go to lifesmarts.org to 
register for FREE. 

 

 Past students share about their 
experience at the National Competition 

“Attending this competition was a life-changing 
experience. It gave me a lot of knowledge and 

at the same time I had fun.” 
-Marc Ramirez, Waipahu High School 

“The LifeSmarts Competition and going to 
Orlando for the first time was a great and 
awesome experience. It really changed my life 
and it was a fun adventure.” 
-Mark Abucay, Waipahu High School 

 “I really appreciated the opportunity 
to travel somewhere and meet new 
people. The competition was fun and 
educational.” 
-Justus Wataru,Team Captain, Iolani 
School 

“This experience was an excellent 
opportunity to test my mind against some 

of the nation’s best.” 
 -Bailey Sylvester, Iolani School 
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